Exploratory laparotomy for diagnosis of tuberculous peritonitis.
Tuberculous (TB) peritonitis is uncommon but may present at any age and socioeconomic group. We reviewed 14 patients with TB peritonitis diagnosed during a five year period (six were white and eight, Pacific Islanders). The mean age was 31 years (a range of three to 69 years). Symptoms, signs and laboratory and roentgenologic studies were not specific. Peritoneal tap and laparoscopic procedures gave positive results of Mycobacterium tuberculi in four of seven patients. Diagnosis was not suspected in two patients until autopsy. TB peritonitis was confirmed at exploratory laparotomy in the other eight patients. Several common misconceptions about TB peritonitis have been discussed and refuted.